
Table and chairs from Fakenham Garden 
Centre, 01328 863380; mural painted by 
graffiti artist Tony Allen



Former farm building is given a new lease of life
Words and photos: Tony Hall

Cowshed
with class

through the keyhole
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E
mma Deterding will be 
well known to many as 
the founder and owner 
of Kelling Designs, the 

international design company 
based in London and in a barn in 
Field Dalling. What I have always 
admired about Emma’s design 
knowledge and work is her 
diversity, turning her skills from 
large country homes, to barns, to 
cottages, large London houses 
or apartments through to a ski 
chalet in the Alps. 

“I love forever changing,” Emma 
tells me. “I try to make each 
project applicable to its needs, so 
no two are the same. I also love 
major splashes of colour, picked 
up in the fabrics, art work, lamps, 
cushions to create light, bright 
and fun surroundings.” 

Emma started a company 
called Contact London, which 
provided a concierge service 
to expats, looking after their 
London properties, including 
decorating, design and rentals. 
She sold the business in 2007 
and started her interior design 
business, Kelling Designs at 
Chelsea Harbour. 

In 2011, Emma and husband 
Nick bought a 12th century 
manor house in Field Dalling, 

through the keyhole

which included two outbuildings 
now both converted holiday 
cottages. The plot also had two 
large barns; one is the Norfolk 
base for Emma’s business and the 
other for events and functions. 

Today I have come to see 
one of the holiday lets, Dairy 
Cottage, which was originally the 
cowshed. It is tucked away in a 
secluded position in the grounds 
of the country house, next to a 
wonderful green field and walled 
garden. 

As Emma and I round the 
corner, I have to chuckle as across 

Emma Deterding



the whole of the front elevation 
on this single story building is a 
mural, depicting cows in a field, 
leaning over a fence, with the sea 
in the background. Very wacky 
indeed! 

“I just thought it would be a 
quirky twist, so I asked Tony 
Allen who is a graffiti artist (tag 
Steps 39) to work his magic,” says 
Emma. “I love the fact that a cow 
is sticking its tongue out and you 
can even see the pores on it’s 
bovine nose! 

“I see the result as a quirky 
tribute to it’s previous use as a 
building. Everybody loves it and 
it’s a real talking point, certainly 
not your typical cottage.” 

On shoots I have done 
previously with Emma, I know 
she has an excellent eye for detail 
and is always excellent at set 
dressing. Here is no exception, 
as already on the table in the 
courtyard are a bottle of wine 
and glasses, to make one feel at 
home straight away. 
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Above: 
Wooden beams 
and units painted 
in Farrow and Ball 
Off White, from 
Paint & Paper, 
01603- 400777; 
Granny’s antique 
mahogany table, 
try Fakenham 
Auctions for 
similar. Oka dining 
room chairs with 
grey and mint 
suede upholstery 
with studs. Fabric 
Kelling Designs, 
01328 830449; 
upholstery by 
Tariq Sharif  01263 
740736

At home
OWNERS: Emma and Nicholas 
Deterding

PROPERTY: Converted dairy.

BUILT: 1902

LOCATION: Field Dalling, 
North Norfolk.

BOUGHT: 2011

PROFESSIONS: Emma is 
founder & managing director 
of Kelling Designs Ltd and K2, 
Nicholas is a farmer.

FAVOURITE ROOM: Love the 
bedroom. Lie in bed looking 
out the window but with view 
of the garden. 

FAVOURITE ITEM: The 6ft 
uber comfortable bed with 
lovely sheets and fluffy duvet.

FAVOURITE INTERIORS 
SHOP: Naturally my own.

FAVOURITE OTHER SHOP 
LOCALLY: Back to the Garden, 
farm shop, Letheringsett.

FAVOURITE PART OF THE 
COUNTY: Holkham & the 
beach.

FAVOURITE DAY OUT: A boat 
trip from Morston to see the 
seals & lunch at Wiveton Cafe-
(see below)

FAVOURITE WASTE OF 
TIME: Looking at the shops 
in Holt

FAVOURITE WALK: The 
coastal path.

FAVOURITE PUB: Blue Bell 
at Langham. Only a mile and 
a half away and getting very 
good reviews.

FAVOURITE CAFE: Wiveton 
Cafe, totally unique.

HOBBIES: Rarely get spare 
time. Looking after my parrot.

MOST MAGICAL MOMENT 
IN THE COUNTY: Has to be 
the seals at Blakeney Point. 
Truly magical.

“I always like to provide a 
starter set of goodies when guests 
arrive,” adds Emma, “such as 
farm eggs, local jam and bread 
and nice scented toiletries in the 
bathroom. The produce comes 
from a local favourite shop, Back 
to the Garden. 

“Guests often say they relax 
almost immediately as it feels just 
like a home from home, which 
is what I wanted to create. I get 
several writers who enjoy total 
peace, no traffic, the courtyard 
and surrounding grounds,  
plenty of books and a desk in the 
living room.”

We enter through the lobby 4

‘I love the fact that a cow 
is sticking its tongue out 
and you can even see the 
pores on its bovine nose!’
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through the keyhole

there are large comfy chairs and 
sofa, packed with cushions all 
from either Bombay Sprout or 
K2 designs, flowers and a TV if 
people need, plus the desk I was 
mentioning in one corner.” 

Retracing our steps and going 
to the right, first there is the 
second bedroom, a single, with 
an Ikea day bed, dressed again 
with K2 cushions and artwork 
from Trowbridge. Then comes 
the master bedroom and en-suite. 

“I am so pleased with this 
bedroom,” says Emma. “It really 
is my favourite. I love the super 
king size bed, which is also my 
favourite item in the cottage. It’s 
incredibly comfortable. You can 
lie in bed, looking out on the 
grounds, such a delight. 

“I have gone for more calming 
pastel colours in here, mainly 
Green Ground by Farrow and Ball 
to compliment an antique chair in 
Colefax eau-de-nil, which like all 
the chairs is upholstered locally 
by Tariq Sharif. As in the other 
rooms, I have just continued the 
theme of odd splashes of colour 
with K2 cushions.”

to the kitchen, with the ceiling 
opening to the apex. Wooden 
beams, units painted in off white 
and hand-painted plates above 
the sink set the scene. 

To one side is a mahogany 
dining table which belonged to 
Emma’s grandmother, matched 
with OKA dining chairs, 
upholstered in grey and mint 
fabric.

We then pass on the left, 
through to the sitting room, 
another room with high ceiling 
to the apex. “I wanted to create a 
country house vibe, but following 
my ethos of tastefully mixing 
wacky colours, with a cosy, 
comfortable feel; simple but chic. 

“This room is hopefully the 
perfect chill out space, perhaps 
after an exhilarating walk along 
the costal path, particularly 
with the added bonus of settling 
by the side of the wood burner, 
or maybe lounging on the 
wonderful Indian dhurrie rug. 

“I have put two big mirrors 
either side of the fireplace, which 
make the room appear twice 
the size. To complete this room, 

Above: 
Wood-burner 
from Norfolk 
Stoves, 01603 
879065; Bombay 
Sprout Indian 
dhurrie rug and 
mirrors either side 
of the fire, chairs in 
beige fabric with 
green velvet on 
the arms all from 
Kelling Designs, 
01328 830449; 
upholstry Tariq 
Sharif; sofa Ikea 

Off this sizeable master 
bedroom is an en-suite bathroom, 
with clean lines of marble and 
soft colour, with an antique 
Victorian mirror from India Jane 
to complete the look.

“It was my ambition to make 
this cottage not only different 
to the norm, but to add loads of 
character, both inside and out, 
so its stands out as being unique, 
comfortable, wanted and loved,” 
says Emma. u

Venetian mirror from India Jane


